
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Temple Aero Modeler 
The Official Newsletter of the Temple Aero Modelers Radio Controlled Aircraft Club 

June 2008 

This month's meeting will be 
held Monday,  

June 30th at 7:30pm at the 
Ronald McDonald House 
Meeting Room in Temple 

 
R/C in Temple Since 1973 
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CLUB INFO  

 

Frank Sodek, Jr.- Editor                   773-8081 
Mark Cullison - Editor’s Assistant  773-9686 

On the web at: www.templeaeromodelers.org  
Web Master: Paul Ramsay 

webmaster@templeaeromodelers.com 

2008 Officers 
 
President: Mark Cullison  
  773-9686 
Vice Pres/Sec. Lance Starzyk 
  760-8678 
Treasurer: Buster Hinkle 
  982-4746 
Safety Officer: Don Mondrik 
  939-1242 
Field Marshal: Randy Mennen 

899-1097 

Instructors 
     Frank Sodek, Jr.         773-8081 
     Mark Cullison           773-9686 
     Paul Horan        780-1274 
     B.W. Ponder        778-6182 
     Doug Staines        780-3512 
     Lance Starzyk        760-8678      
     Fred Huber        698-4777 
  

 

Combat  – 
July 13th 

 

Combat  – 
July 27th 

 
   

 

On The Cover 
Part of the crew that was out for the Runway 
Resealing Party on June 14th is shown at the 
start of the sealing. You can see our new 40’ 
storage container in the background of the 

photo. 

Photo by Mark Cullison 

Temple Event Schedule 
 
Jun 28 Scout Troop 117 Fly-in 
        12noon 
Jun 30 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
Jul 13 Combat  2pm 
Jul 27 Combat  2pm 
Jul 28 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
Aug 10 Combat  2pm 
Aug 24 Combat  2pm 
Aug 25 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
Sep 7 Combat  2pm 
Sep 28 Fall Picnic/Last Combat  1pm 
Sep 29 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
Oct 5 Fall Fun Fly  1pm 
Oct 19 Poker Fly  10am 
Oct 27 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
Oct 29 Last Beginners’ Night  5:30pm 
Nov 24 Club Meeting  7:30pm 
    Temple Airport Conference Room 
Dec 7 Don Cullison Memorial  
    Christmas Toy Drive/Fly-In   1pm 
Dec 9 Christmas Banquet/Officer Elections 
      6:30pm 
 

 

Scout Fly-in  – 
June 28th  

 

Club Meeting – 
June 30th 
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President’s Report 
 

Father’s day, June 15th, 2008: My 
family get together was scheduled for 
6pm. That left early afternoon free for 
me to go flying. I felt a bit nostalgic, 
so I loaded up my Dad’s “metallic 
plum” Sig Four Star 60 with a Saito 

Golden Knight 91 on the nose. I thought it would be very 
appropriate to take my Dad’s plane out to fly on Father’s 
Day in honor of his memory. Soon after I arrived at the 
field, John Hagel drove up. Thinking he may have 
brought his new biplane to fly, I walked over to his 
vehicle and was surprised to see a red Four Star 60 sitting 
in the bed of his truck. “What’s this?” I said. “You don’t 
fly ‘glow’ anymore.” “This was my Dad’s plane” he 
explained. Seems he had the same thought I did. “Wow, 
what a coincidence” I said. “I brought my Dad’s plane to 
fly today, and it’s a Four Star 60 as well!” We both 
brought the same model, built by our fathers, to fly on 
Father’s Day. We had a nice time flying our dad’s 
airplanes and sharing some memories with each other. 
 
By the way, Dad, the plane still flies great. 
 
Mark Cullison 
President 
 
************************************************ 

Meeting Minutes (June 2nd meeting) 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Acting 
President Lance Starzyk. 

Minutes from the last meeting were read by acting 
Secretary Doug Staines. Fred Huber motioned to accept 
the minutes as read and was 2nd by Andy Sonnier. 

The Treasurer’s report was read by Buster Hinkle. Fred 
Huber motioned to accept and was 2nd by Andy Sonnier. 

Safety Officer Don Mondrik gave a report, and indicated 
that the club’s Safety Rules were in need of revision, and 
that he had contacted several members to form a 
committee to review the rules for possible revision at a 
later date. 

In Randy Mennen’s absence, Fred Huber gave a Field 
Marshall report. Fred indicated that help was needed to 
cut the grass as it was growing rapidly, and reported that 
he has removed and replaced the blades on the newer 

mower. A request was made for members to take home 
with them from the field larger items intended for the 
garbage, such as empty fuel cans and wrecked planes, to 
reduce the amount of waste being accumulated in the trash 
cans at the field. 

Announcements: 
Lance reported that the Club had been awarded ‘Gold 
Leader Club Designation’ by the AMA. Doug Staines 
(AVP District VIII) indicated that he had made the request 
of all the clubs under his jurisdiction in the Central Texas 
Area to apply for Leader Club Status, and to date the 
Temple Club was the only club being successful in this 
endeavor. 

Old Business: 
In Larry Macie’s absence, Doug Staines gave a report on 
the new Storage Container, and outlined a tentative plan 
that Larry was considering. 

Lance gave a report on the recent Central Texas Air show 
and the Club’s involvement. He thanked all those that had 
participated and/or helped. 

Beginners’ Night: No report was officially given; 
indication from several members was that participation 
was low, possible due to the continuous high winds being 
experienced. 

Combat report was given by Doug Staines in Larry 
Macie’s absence.  A request was made that all participants 
need to show up before 2pm on the scheduled Combat 
days to participate. Arriving late was creating a problem 
in scheduling of the heats due to the number of 
participants this year. 

The Club’s Participation in the Temple Railroad Museum 
Family Day was cancelled for June 21. 

Runway Reseal Project is scheduled for Saturday, June 
14; Lance asked for volunteers for the project. Buster 
Hinkle will coordinate the project. 

Sanctioned Fun Fly: scheduled for Sunday, June 8, with 
10am start; Buster Hinkle will CD the event, he gave a 
report; Randy Mennen will be the event’s Cook. 

Grass Burr Control: Fred indicated that the Grass Burrs 
appeared to be under control at the present time. Frank 
Sodek reported that his sprayer is ready for use whenever 
the club needs it. 

Club Dues Increase: Lance presented information for 
consideration in regards to the proposed Club dues 
increase, specifically Senior dues, Student dues, 
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Additional Family dues and Associate (non-voting or non-
flying) dues. 

New Business: 
Cub Scout Fly-In: scheduled for Saturday, June 28; 
volunteers requested for flight assistance, cooking and 
flight demonstration; Mark Cullison to coordinate, David 
Henry will be the event cook. 

Trip Reports: 
None Given 

Blunder Award:  
No candidates were presented for consideration, it was 
agreed that the Blunder Award would be carried on by the 
previous month’s winner: Randy Mennen. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 

Minutes recorded by acting secretary Doug Staines. 

**************************************************  
 

Treasurer’s Report  
 
 
 
 
     Beginning Balance: $5,037.54 
     

Deposits: 
       Raffle tickets ………………..………  $924.00 
       Dues …...……....………….….…......  $280.00 
       Trailer payment (Doug) …......………  $275.00 
       Pattern Contest entry fees  ….………   $715.00 
       Pattern Contest food sales ……..……  $110.55 
                       Total Credits:  2,304.55 
   Debits: 
       Mower Fuel (Jason) …………...……..  $36.89 
       Mower Fuel (Randy) …...………...…..  $42.67 
       Roundup (Randy) ………………..…....  $8.97 
       Flowers (Mark) …………………....…  $37.89 
       Pattern Contest trophies (Bobby) …... $610.00 
       Pattern Contest donuts (Paul) ………... $24.00 
       Bur Oak tree (Doug) ……………..…..  $69.39 
       Ronald McDonald House ………....…. $20.00 
       40’ Storage container (Steve) .....…  $1,500.00 

               Total Debits:  ($2,349.81) 
    
                                 Balance May 2008: $4,992.28 
 

    Submitted by Buster Hinkle  
    Club Treasurer 

Club 40 Pylon Racing Report   by Doug Staines 
 

    On Saturday, June 14, I was part of a ten pilot Club 40 
Pylon Racing Team; the team consisted of fellow Club 40 
Racers from our 'South Texas Raider Racers Club 40 
Racing League', from Austin, Georgetown and San 
Antonio. We competed against a ten pilot Q-25 Pylon 
Racing Team from the Dallas-Fort Worth Area. It was the 
First Annual Club 40 vs Q25 Challenge Race, held in 
Waco at the HOTMAC Field. The Challenge featured two 
Club 40 Planes against two Q-25 Planes flying 10 laps of 
a 425 Foot two-pylon circuit, with five races of five heats. 
The Club 40 Team won by a single point: 124 to 123! The 
losing team (being the Q-25 guys) bought us dinner. 

 
In the photo above, Doug Staines (right) is receiving his 
award from Club 40 Team Captain 'Jim Duda' (sitting). 
Standing is Gene Hodges, the Q-25 Team Captain from 
Dallas. 
 
************************************************ 

Cub Scout Fly-In 

    On Saturday, June 28th at 12 noon, we will be hosting 
the Cub Scouts again. Please come out if you can make it. 
We can always use help with cooking, spotting for and 
assisting the instructors, etc. Members will be making 
demo flights as well to wow the crowd.  
 

>>> Dues Increase Voting Notice <<< 

At the July 28th meeting, there will be a 
vote on the proposal to raise club dues 

from $40 to $60 per year, please attend! 

(Student dues will not be affected) 
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Sanctioned Fun Fly by Buster Hinkle 

    Sunday, June 8, was a partly cloudy day.  The wind was 
about 15 mph with very fickle strong gusts. 14 pilots flew 
in the contest: Jason Skrasek and Blake Arnold from the 
Ft. Worth Thunderbirds; Louigi Wolfe, Gearl Rasco, John 
Bowling and Doug McHan from Bryan; John Cobb, 
Randy Mennen, Frank Sodek, Mark Cullison, Larry 
Macie, Doug Staines, Charles Harris and David Henry 
from our club. John Redwine paid his entry fee but could 
not make the contest. 
   John Cobb won the Loops and Rolls event turning 23, 
20 and 23 second rounds; Jason was 2nd, with 26, 25 and 
24 second rounds and Blake was 3rd with 30, 26 and 28 
second rounds.  All three pilots got their circle bonus 
except for Blake in the second round.  John Cobb tied the 
20 sec. record set by Todd Blose in 1997.  Bowling was 
4th, Gearl 5th, Louigi 6th, McHan 7th. 4th place to 9th 
place was only 320 points apart. 9th place was Larry. 
David had to deal with the worst wind, his plane touched 
down for landing and a very strong, long lasting wind gust 
picked his plane up and turned it 180 degrees. David went 
full throttle and managed to fly it until the wind settled 
down. This event was rough on all pilots, but they all did 
an excellent job of flying without major crashes. I was 
prepared to dive to keep from getting hit on one of David's 
rounds, but he did a good job keeping it under control. 
    Blake Arnold won the Balloon Bust with 4,800 points.  
He burst the most balloons, which was 4. He hit the circle 
all 9 times. Jason placed 2nd with 4,500 points. The first 
round he was perfect: 3 circles and 3 balloons. The 2nd 
and 3rd rounds, he hit the circle every time but got no 
more balloons.  John Cobb placed 3rd with 4,100 points. 
He missed the circle 2 times and got the balloon on one of 
those misses.  He got 3 balloons total. Louigi, Gearl and 
Bowling each got 2 balloons. McHan got 4 circles and no 
balloons. Frank also got 2 balloons and 4 circles.  Staines 
and David got 1 balloon. Staines got 5 circles. David got 3 
circles.  
   Mark mounted a wheel on his combat plane. It looked 
and worked well, but the wind was too fickle and the gear 
finally broke. Mark finished 8th in the first event and next 
to last in balloon bust.  He switched planes then broke the 
firewall on a rough landing.  Randy hit the circle 3 times. 
Charles flew his big Extra and broke the gear the first 
round. He sat out the rest of the contest.  All the pilots did 
a great job of flying in the strong gusting winds. 
Everybody hit the circle at least 2 times.  

   Blake Arnold from Ft. Worth won the contest. Jason 
placed 2nd, John Cobb 3rd, John Bowling 4th, Louigi 5th, 
Gearl 6th, Frank 7th, McHan 8th, Staines 9th, Randy 
10th, Larry 11th, Mark 12th, David 13th and Charles 
14th. Derek did a good job running the scoreboard for the 
contest. Randy grilled sausage for everybody. Staines got 
drinks. 
    We all had fun with no major crashes. The wind caused 
all the minor damage.  
 

Buster Hinkle 
Fun Fly CD 
 

 
Buster Hinkle (2nd from left) shown with Fun Fly winner 
Blake Arnold (2nd from right), 2nd place finisher Jason 
Skrasek (right) and 3rd place finisher John Cobb (left). 
 

 
Here are all of the pilots who participated in the Fun Fly.  
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Bryan-Temple Combat Match by Larry Macie 

   The Bryan/Temple Combat Match went well. We had a 
good turn out, there were ten club members from Temple 
and four from Bryan that flew. We flew ten rounds. Each 
round we had two pilots from Temple and two from Bryan 
fly. The competition was very fierce. At the end of ten 
rounds, Temple scored 17 cuts and the Bryan team had 
16. The high score for this event was made by John 
Bowling of Bryan, with a score of 6.  Ron Elza from 
Temple scored 5.  Ron, Dave and Andy did very well for 
there first time.  I believe we only had a total of 3 mid-
airs: Andy, Doug, and John Cobb Jr. if I am not mistaken.  
 

Larry Macie 
Combat CD 
 

 

Are these guys serious, or what!?! Combat planes stacked 
up and ready for action.  Photo by Larry Macie 
 
************************************************ 

Runway Resealing Party by Mark Cullison 

   The runway resealing on Saturday, June 14th went off 
without a hitch. With an early 8am start, we were finished 
by 10:30am. A big “thank you” goes out to the following 
club members for volunteering their time and effort: 
Buster Hinkle, Derek Hinkle, Larry Macie, Fred Huber, 
Mark Cullison, Frank Sodek, Jr., Jason Goodwin, Daniel 
Sullins, Dave Henry, Cliff Manuel and Ed Weems. Our 
runway is one of our most valuable assets. With great help 
like this we hope to keep it in great shape for many years 
to come. 

 

That’s a lot of cans of sealer! Chief Bucket Stirrer Jason 
(on the left) and Chief Bucket Opener Dave prepare the 
sealer for the application crew.  Photo by Mark Cullison. 
 

 

Mark and Larry demonstrating good squeegee technique. 
Larry tried to keep the sealer off of his new shoes, but he 
was unsuccessful.  Photo by Frank Sodek 

         



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TX District VIII Events 
                
July 18-20   Thunderbirds Heli Heat Wave X – Ft. Worth 
July 19        Ft. Bend RC 3D Fly-in - Rosenberg 
July 19-20   HOTMACs Annual Warbird – Waco 
July 26        Brazos Valley RC Big Bird Fly-in - Bryan 
July 26        HOTSS Swap Meet/Sailplane Fun Fly – San Antonio 
June 15       Thunderbirds Old Farts Fly-in – Ft. Worth 

(254) 662-5587 



 
Frank Sodek - Editor 
510 West Shell 
Temple, TX  76501 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                  Name 
                                                                  Address 
                                                                  Citystatezip 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Temple Aero Modeler Newsletter" 

Is published monthly by the Temple Aero Modelers, Inc., a nonprofit organization. We reserve the 
right to edit all copy forwarded to us. Permission is hereby given to reprint any article in its entirety, as 

long as proper credit is given. Please submit all material to: 
 

Frank Sodek 
510 West Shell 

Temple, TX  76501 
(254) 773-8081 

E-Mail: fsodek@aol.com 
 

All material submitted for publication will become the property of the Temple Aero Modelers, Inc., 
and will not be returned unless directed to do so at the time of submission. The Editors of the 

newsletter and the Temple Aero Modelers, Inc. will not be held liable and/or responsible for any 
columns written in this publication. 

Scout Troop Fly-in – June 28th 

Club Meeting – June 30th 

Combat – July 13 th & 27th 


